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Group of citizens in host country can partially participate in arbitration as 
third party means, that when foreign investor and government of the host 
country settle the investment dispute through ICSID, group of citizens in host 
country who have interests in the subject or result of the arbitration are 
entitled with the right to participate in arbitration proceedings as third party 
and to protect their own legitimate interests. In recent years, the root cause of 
group of citizens in host country participating in arbitration is that the 
practices of ICSID arbitration have neglected and damaged host country’s 
public benefits. Furthermore, ICSID has accepted that third party can partially 
participate in arbitration in order to settle the ‘legitimacy crisis’ which shows 
the lack of trust from the public brought opportunities for group of citizens in 
host country to participate in arbitration. However, in current system of ICSID 
arbitration, group of citizens in host country only have extremely limited 
rights when participating in arbitration. In specific cases, they can only 
participate in arbitration as ‘Amicus Curiae’ and are not able to realize their 
claims. Therefore, how to protect the legitimate interests of group of citizens 
in host country who are subjected to adverse impact in ICSID arbitration 
becomes a question worth further researching in the area of international 
investment arbitration. 
Besides the preface and summary, this thesis is divided into four chapters 
as follow: 
Chapter one firstly probes into the basic questions of group of citizens in 
host country participating in arbitration as third party: including realistic 
background and legal basis of their participation in arbitration, and the 
impacts on system of ICSID arbitration, dispute parties and group of citizens 














Chapter two summaries and analyses the legal basis provided for group of 
citizens in host country participating in arbitration from <Convention on 
Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other 
States>, <ICSID Rules of Procedure for Arbitration Proceedings, Arbitration 
Rules> (2006) and Treaties on Protection of Investment represented by USA 
new BIT template (2004). And then it sorts out the rights and obligations that 
group of citizens in host country may have. 
Chapter three introduces and comments on the ICSID arbitration cases in 
which third party has participated and analyses the trend when the tribunal 
deals with the cases in which group of citizens in host country participate, and 
summaries the limitation when group of citizens in host country participate in 
arbitration in the mode of ‘Amicus Curiae’. 
Chapter four is established in the previous three chapters, author briefly 
outlines the form in which group of citizens in host country can participate in 
arbitration and the rights and obligations of such participation and points out 
the way to achieve them. 
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